
Dual Reintegration Pathway - Risk Indicators
In their efforts to build effectiveness and support great outcomes for students, schools regularly monitor aspects of student wellbeing and learning. Building awareness of those risks likely to compromise wellbeing and interfere with learning can support earlier identification of students who might otherwise underperform, become alienated, feature in early school leaving statistics or come to attention for any of the myriad factors that can lead to disconnection from school. 
As they grow, young people are frequently subject to a range of factors which can increase their risk for problems linked to truancy, school drop out, substance abuse, violence and property-related acts. Risk factors include those circumstances that have the capacity to increase a young person’s likelihood of engaging in risky behaviours. They often work cumulatively and tend to cluster.
Risk factors can be identified in relation to the individual, to family, peers, school and the community. While by no means exhaustive or definitive, the following set of indicators might offer a starting point for consideration when making a decision to refer a student to the Dual Reintegration Pathway.
	Individual

· Antisocial behaviour and alienation

· Delinquent beliefs and behaviours, involvement and associations (truancy, theft, vandalism, break-in, shoplifting, arson, violent behaviour)

· Weapon possession

· Alcohol and other drug use, dealing and association with or exposure to users, dealers, manufacturers; favourable attitudes to alcohol and other drug use; early use onset
· Early onset of aggression and/or violence

· Victimisation and exposure to violence

· Intellectual and/or developmental difficulties

· Sexual identity issues

· Teen parenthood

· Mental health disorder (grief/loss, search for self-identity, lowered sense of self worth, depression, self harm, eating disorder)

· Non-specific health issue that is protracted, undiagnosed, untreated

· Life stressors in the environment or activities that create pressure, strain, anxiety, worry

· Poor refusal skills
· Underdeveloped social skills

· Relationship difficulties – peer, family, school

· Low resilience


	Family
· Family history of problem behaviour

· Family management problems – resources e.g. financial stresses leading to poor living conditions; people e.g. young person caring for younger sibling or older family member

· Poor parental supervision and support

· Low family attachment/bonding

· Pattern of family conflict

· Family violence

· Having a young mother

· Single parent, parents separating, new partners

· Sibling antisocial behaviour

· Family transitions and/or transience – changes in family make up and location

· Low parent/caregiver education/literacy levels

· Low status/emphasis on education

· Maternal depression

· Family death

	Peer
· Associations with delinquent and/or aggressive peers

· Peer rejection

· Gang involvement – fringe, associations, membership

· Peer alcohol and other drug use

· Peer low attachment/commitment to school

	School
· Low academic achievement – including low literacy and/or numeracy levels

· Falling behind

· Negative attitude to school

· Low bonding/attachment, commitment to school

· Truancy, frequent absences, patterned truancy

· Stand down, suspension

· Impending exclusion/expulsion

· Dropping out of school – quietly as well as in more attention-seeking ways

· Identified as learning disabled

· Frequent school transitions, including gaps between schools

· Poor physical and/or emotional classroom and/or school environment including relationships with peers and adults as well as such factors as organisation of people and resources for learning

· Perceptions of the school environment as exclusive

· Struggling to see the relevance of school

	Community
· Access to and availability and use of alcohol and other drugs

· High crime environment

· Neighbourhood peer group “in trouble”

· Community instability

· Low community attachment

· Economic deprivation, poverty

· Lack of sense of physical and/or emotional safety in community

· Social and/or physical disorder in community



