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I would like to start this 
message for link up by thanking 
all our students and whanau 
for your patience while we 
work through issues associated 
with the change to our new 
student management system.

Our teachers worked hard to 
minimise the impact on students, 
but I know the situation has caused 
concern for some families and I 
apologise for that.

I want to take this opportunity 
to explain what happened and the 
actions we have taken.

We planned to launch our 
new student management system 
(SMS) on 12 March. The SMS is 
used to hold information about our 
students from enrolment through 
to completion of their studies, as 
well as details of every learning 
resource available to students. 
Teachers use the SMS to record 
assessment information as well 
as to order resources to be sent 
to students. This information had 
been held in four separate systems, 
so a core task of changing over to 
the new system was transferring 
information from these old systems 
to the new one.  It is also one of 
the last tasks to be performed 
in the changeover, because it is 
crucial that the information is up 
to date. For this reason, the four 
existing systems had to be shut 
down so the process of transferring 
information (data) into the new 
system could begin. 

On the day before the new 
SMS was due to be launched, it 
became obvious that the transfer 
of data into the system hadn’t 
gone as smoothly as planned. The 
data held in our existing systems 
was so complex, and the volume 
so extensive, that a large amount 

of data had not been transferred 
successfully. We believed the 
problems could be resolved 
relatively quickly and that the best 
option was to press ahead and 
use the aspects of SMS that were 
functioning as they should while we 
worked to resolve the data transfer 
issues. 

A manual process was put in 
place to ensure work sent into 
the school from students was 
recorded as received and sent 
to the appropriate teacher for 
assessment. Teachers provided 
resources by email and post 
to students who needed them, 
although in many cases additional 
work had been ordered for 
students in February so they had 
plenty of work to be going on with.  

We began processing 
enrolments through the new SMS 
on 14 March and online enrolments 
for full-time, fee-paying and adult 
students resumed on 21 March.  
A group of teachers started 
working in the system on 21 March, 
allocating newly enrolled students 
to teachers and ordering work for 
them.

However, issues related to 
the quality of data about current 
students remained a concern, so 
on 26 March a manual process was 
put in place to enable teachers to 
order resources for students while 
work to resolve the data quality 
issues continued. 
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New trades academy coming soon
Huarahi Trades Academy, a partnership 
between Te Kura and the Open Polytechnic 
of New Zealand, opens soon.
 

Student work showcase
 

Te Kura students visit Government House
Central South students Emily Johnson 
and Lydia Timmins represented Te Kura at 
Government House on Waitangi Day

 
Te Kura student publishes book
Sonia George has published her first book, 
called I am a Sleeper.

Cover photo: Lucy and the crabs

If there’s something in particular you’d 
like to see in Link Up or you’ve got some 
feedback about it, email us at  
comms@tekura.school.nz or check out  
our Facebook page. You can become a fan 
of our Facebook page through our website 
at www.tekura.school.nz 
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Scholarship winners
Congratulations to Te Kura students who achieved scholarship in 2011! 

Eleven students achieved scholarship in a range of subjects, including 
English, Japanese, German, biology, agriculture and horticulture science, 
art history, visual art – painting, and history.
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A manual process was also put in place to enable 
teachers to see what has been sent to students and 
the work that has been sent back for assessment. 

Early childhood teachers began using the new SMS 
during the holidays, followed by years 1 to 8 primary 
and special education teachers during the first week 
of the new term. The system is also fully operational 
for students in years 9 to 13 who were enrolled after 
12 March and all staff now have access to the SMS. 
However, at the time of writing we are still working to 
improve the quality of the data for secondary students 
who were enrolled before 5 March, so teachers will 
continue to use the manual processes for ordering 
work and recording asessments until those issues are 
resolved.

It’s important to emphasise that the issues we are 
experiencing are not about the system itself and I am 
confident that, once the data transfer problems have 
been resolved, the system will work well for us.

There is no good time to implement a system like 
this and while it may seem to make more sense to do 
it during the school holidays, teachers are key users 
of the system and require comprehensive training. 
To make sure the knowledge gained through training 
isn’t lost, we needed to launch the system as close as 
possible to the end of teacher training. As you know, 
our teachers work to the school terms (this is part 
of their collective employment agreements with the 
Ministry of Education), so were not available to begin 
training until the start of term 1. The intention was that 
teachers would then have several weeks of working in 
the system before the next school holidays.  

Throughout this period we updated our website 
and Facebook page, and teachers continued to 
contact students by phone and email as usual. 
An update was also sent to all students via email, 
although we received many automated error 
messages in reply which indicated that the email 
addresses given to us at the time of enrolment are 
now out of date or incorrect.  We are keen to use 
email as a fast and efficient way of communicating 
with students and their whanau, so please let your 
learning advisor or teacher know if your email 
address has changed. 

This has been a challenging time for Te Kura and 
our students. Thank you for your support and my 
thanks also to all our teachers, specialist and support 
staff for the huge efforts they have made to get us 
through this time of change.  



The new Huarahi Trades Academy, the result of 
a partnership between Te Kura and the Open 
Polytechnic of New Zealand, will open for 
enrolments soon. 

Huarahi will offer students the opportunity to 
complete Level 2 NCEA through Te Kura as well as a 
national certificate in a vocational trade at Level 2 or 
above through the Open Polytechnic, which could lead 
successful students to a training agreement in a trade of 
their choice. Initial pathways offered from July 2012 will 
be:
•	 National Certificate in Electrical Engineering (Level 2)
•	 National Certificate in Early Childhood Education and 

Care (Level 3)
•	 National Certificate in Fitness (Exercise Consultant) 

(Level 3).

Other pathways will progressively be added to the 
offerings as the new trades academy grows.

Each student will have an individual learning plan 
based on their interests and passions, and include a work 
placement in their community.

Students will study through Te Kura over a two year 
period while also studying unit standards in their chosen 
pathway with the Open Polytechnic. Students will be able 
to put theory into practice through a work placement in 
their chosen pathway, and be assessed for any practical 
components of the relevant vocational qualification at the 
same time. 

To be eligible to apply to the new trades academy, 
students must be enrolled with Te Kura in years 11 to 13 
and participating in a Level 1 NCEA course as a minimum.  
Students will also need to have begun considering 
possible work placements in their area. 

If you are interested in applying or finding out more, 
call us on 0800 65 99 88 to speak with Jen McCutcheon 
(ext. 8326) or Kathryn Smith (ext. 8552) for more 
information.   

New trades academy coming soon

Jared Brown during his electrical 
engineering training through the 
Open Polytechnic. Since gaining his 
electrical apprenticeship, Jared has 
achieved his dream and started his 
own electrical business.
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Red‒tailed Hawk
By Sonia George, year 13
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   I dream poem
I dream of being wild and free
I dream of galloping on a wild black stallion through  

      meadows and sunsets.
I dream of everything being okay 
I dream of finding paradise and finding that place I can say  

     “I belong” 
and that person I can say “I belong to”
I dream many dreams
But the important thing is to live, and work towards my  

      dreams, 
Because dreams are free but life isn’t. 

By Hannah Covington, year 9 

   Crab catching
I am on my bunk bed reading until Mummy appears in the 

doorway and asks, ‘why aren’t you running around outside on 
the beach and climbing rocks with Annabelle?’ I get down off my 
bed and go outside.

As I walked along the beach, I saw Annabelle moulding clay 
into different shapes and sizes. I joined her. Sometime later, 
we decided to climb the rocks. When we were half way up, 
Annabelle squealed and shouted. 

‘Why are you yelling?’ I asked. Annabelle pointed to two 
large purple crabs.

All Annabelle’s squealing made dad run over and look at the 
crabs. ‘Listen they are talking to each other,’ daddy said.

Mummy who was kayaking had paddled into the lagoon. I 
asked her to come and look at the crabs. She poked a crab with 
a stick but it would not move. We watched them quietly for a 
while and listened. Suddenly we discovered that crabs made a 
noise by blowing a bubble and letting it pop. 

I’m glad I had a break from reading. Now I can have pet 
crabs close to home who talk.

By Lucy Forgan, year 3 



Shield
By Grace Leathers, year 12
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   My vivid memory
Thunder rolling over the hills of distant farms and the blinding lightning is 

tormenting the power lines and trees.  Looking out the window, I see nothing but 
black and my reflection smudged by the rain drops on the window.  I count the 
seconds before the lightning would follow the thunder.  Following the deep cracks 
and the dark bellows of thunder and lightning the whole house went a dark blue and 
black color.  The only light I could see was my mum’s phone light.  Just sitting there 
fascinated by what was going on, my little brother sat next to me in silence trying to 
decide whether to scream or laugh.  Behind me I could hear my Dad and Mum move 
around in the kitchen sending us reassuring comments that echoed throughout the 
house.  Soon enough my parents had candles flickering in every room and the bright 
orange of the gas heater plates warmed the house up. 

With no technology available my brother and I had the hard decision of what we 
wanted to do for the night, with the TV and computer down we only had one resource 
and that was board games, which didn’t seem to be a great idea with a 4 year old 
brother but after our third argument over what game we should play first, we forgot 
the storm was even happening.  Then we decided on ‘buckaroo’.  Playing in the very 
faint candle light that would flicker over the board and the lighting that would make 
the board rearrange the shadows and seem like they were dancing over the table 
until it would disappear into a vast of nothingness and then appear once again. The 
thunder would roar and roll, at times scream and yell but never enough to shake the 
house.  Whenever I see or hear the sounds and sights of a storm, I think of this vivid 
memory… it’s amazing what a dream can do.

Dallas Paige Organ, year 10
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   I went exploring with my magnifying glass
I saw a leaf on the ground, some peas in the paddock, sheep's wool on the fence, lichen  

     on the post and a spider on its web. Seeds on the plants and prickles on the thistles. 

I heard ducks quacking, sheep baaing, a chainsaw roaring and a truck broooming.

In my gumboots I sploshed and splashed in the water. 

I felt mud on my legs from the puddle.

I like exploring.

By Helena Maher, age 3

Dandelion
By Matai Kelsall, year 3
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   Molly
My sister Molly wears a pink headband and has plaits in her hair. Her eyes are blue 

and she wears pink glasses at school. She wears pink clothes in the holidays and a 
school dress with blue and white squares when she goes to school.

Molly is very nice and friendly and loves carrying around small soft toy dogs.  We 
have a dog called Billy. He follows Mum wherever she goes.  Molly likes walking our dog, 
picking him up, and calling him buba. Sam and me hate the way Molly talks to him.

Molly has a good imagination and likes writing plays and stories, she likes singing 
God songs in the car. Molly likes to eat vegetables, but hates meat. She likes jumping on 
the tramp in the weekend.

Sometimes my sister is a bit bossy and she tells on Sam and me for no reason. She 
snores in bed and blows her nose non-stop in the night, and throws her tissues on the 
ground, which makes me mad.

I like Molly quite a bit.  She is a nice sister.

Luke Smallman-Kitto



Authentic learning steers Tamati to success

Having left secondary school at 15 
years old without any real direction, 
Tamati worked as a diesel mechanic before 
contacting Te Kura Kaitautoko Stefan 
Nogaj, who ‘talked sense into him’.

‘I knew I wanted to work on ships but 
I didn’t know how to make it happen. 
Stefan helped me to get enough [NCEA] 
credits through the authentic learning 
programme at Te Kura so I could get into 
the Bay of Plenty Polytech to do the pre-
apprenticeship training that I needed,’  
says Tamati.

Although he found the requirement 
to keep a learning journal as part of his 
programme took up a lot of time, Tamati 
believes his study has developed him as a 
person and set him up with a good basis 
for his current study.

‘Tamati’s ability to journal what he was 
learning proved beyond anything else to 
be extremely important and helpful to his 
learning,’ says Stefan.  

‘His tutors have both said that it was 
the combination of the authentic learning 
placement as well as his strong journaling 
ability that helped him get into polytech’.  

Tamati is beginning his Marine 
Engineering Certificate (MEC3), which 
he studies at the New Zealand Maritime 
School through the Manakau Institute of 
Technology (MIT) and which will ultimately 
enable him to work in ship mechanics.  

His advice to students in his former 
situation? ‘Everyone’s different, but take 
my advice and don’t go on the dole. If you 
want to do something, make a decision and 
just work hard and go and do it.’

Authentic learning hit the nail on the head for 18 year old Tauranga student Tamati, 
leading him to exceed against all odds to gain a Diploma in Mechanical Engineering, 
and he is now studying towards his dream of becoming a marine engineer.
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Authentic learning steers Tamati to success Te Kura News

The peer mentoring programme, developed last 
year, aims to provide support, encouragement 
and social connections for Te Kura students 
while developing leadership and mentoring skills 
for King’s College students. Youthline provides 
training to mentors who gain a Certificate in Peer 
Mentoring.

While there is still room for improvement, the 
feedback report written by Youthline shows that Te 
Kura students enjoyed having someone to talk to 
and feeling like they had a friend; something which 
is essential but can often be lacking for students 
learning at a distance. The students also said they 
would recommend peer mentoring to other Te Kura 
students.

Te Kura student Ruby Beresford was part of the 
pilot and enjoyed the direction the programme 
gave her.

‘My mentor was about 18 years old. She helped 
me figure out what my goals are and it helped 
me to think about what I actually want to do; 
something with grooming and caring for horses,’ 
says Ruby.

Mentoring scheme success looks to develop further
The success of Te Kura’s mentoring pilot with King’s College and Youthline in the 
Northern region has seen the programme extended following overwhelming 
feedback that it was hugely beneficial for everyone involved.

Following such a successful start, a proposal 
has been put to a range of funding bodies seeking 
financial assistance to increase the number of 
students involved in the programme. 

Northern region Kaiarahi Susan Ramsay was 
involved in setting up the pilot programme and is 
delighted at its success. ‘I would like to see more 
of our students benefit from quality peer support 
in the future. 

‘We are in the process of sourcing funding to 
increase Youthline’s capacity to provide training 
support to more mentors. If we are successful in 
that, we will extend the programme, both with 
King’s College and other schools throughout the 
Northern region in 2012 and 2013.’

Northern region students interested in 
participating in the programme should contact 
their learning advisor for more information.

King's College students 
who mentored Te Kura 
students as part of last 
year's pilot.
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Te Kura opens office in Whangarei  
A new office in Whangarei was officially opened in late 
February with a blessing and cutting of the cake. 

Northern Regional Manager Robert Blucher said the day had a 
great feeling about it. ‘It was a wonderful start for our new office.’

The official blessing and leadership of the ceremony was 
conducted by members of Parawhau (the local iwi from the Raumanga 
area) and attended by around 60 people, including students, whanau 
and Te Kura’s neighbours at The Pulse in Whangarei.

Teacher Suzette Smith is based in the office full-time, with teachers 
Rosalie Fisher and Amber De Boer there on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. A student advisory is held in Whangarei on Mondays, in 
Kaitaia on Tuesdays and in Kaikohe on Wednesdays. Rosalie or Amber 
attend the advisories in Kaitaia and Kaikohe. If you’re a student, or 
the supervisor of a student in these areas, you can also make an 
appointment to see one of the teachers. 

2012 NCEA fee 
Watch out for the 2012 financial assistance application form 

coming to you through the post. If you are able to apply for 
financial assistance this year, your 2012 NCEA fee will be reduced.

NCEA fees for 2012 are due by the end of July.
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Two year 13 biology students studying at Te Kura have been chosen 
to participate in a year-long science extension programme with the 
Otago University Advanced School Sciences Academy (OUASSA). 

They attended a fantastic one week residential camp last January and will 
be off on a winter camp in July. At the January camp they made indigo dye, 
dissected a possum and went on many field trips. The students were also very 
involved with online extension work run by university staff and have been able 
to stay in touch with the other OUASSA students since the camp finished.

Each year OUASSA provides the opportunity for students to work with 
passionate scientists and other students with similar interests and goals. 
Sound like you? Just check out the OUASSA website www.ouassa.otago.ac.nz

Sylvia Ruarus
Te Kura Science Teacher

Fast track to science success



Te Kura has a partnership with The Open 
Polytechnic of New Zealand to offer OP4100 
Certificate in Teacher Aiding to Te Kura supervisors 
at a generously discounted rate. The programme is 
NZQA accredited and is made up of one core course 
and four elective courses, both with a 32 week 
enrolment period.

If you are the supervisor of a full-time Te Kura 
student in Years 1-8, this meets the practical 
requirements for the programme, although we 
recommend spending some time at a primary or 
intermediate school where you can observe and 
interact with groups of children.  

A recently completed STAR (Secondary Tertiary 
Alignment Resource) baking course has led 
ex-Te Kura student, 17-year-old Catherine 
Cullington, to pursue a Culinary Arts Degree 
at Auckland Institute of Technology (AUT), a 
passion she anticipates will one day see her 
cooking for airlines around the world.

Catherine’s six week course let her experience 
what it would be like to study cooking and to see 
whether she wanted to carry on with it.

‘I’ve always loved cooking and I found the STAR 
course at MIT (Manakau Institute of Technology) 
helped me make my mind up that it’s what I wanted 
to do,’ says Catherine.

While being homeschooled meant that Catherine 
was initially unsure of the class environment, she 
found the social environment was a real benefit.

‘One of the things I enjoyed the most was  
meeting people and having other students around.  
Most people didn’t know each other to start with  
and there were people there of all ages. It felt ok 
to ask questions because the teachers handled 
everything so well,’ says Catherine.

Part of Te Kura’s authentic learning programme, 
STAR courses are designed for students in years 11-13 
(although some year 10 students are accepted) to 
experience tertiary level subjects before committing 
to them as fulltime study.  

STAR courses offer taste of tertiary study
STAR providers are usually polytechnics or private 

training providers. They offer study in subjects that 
include hairdressing, automotive engineering, flight 
attending and health and fitness. View the courses 
available on our website www.tekura.school.nz under 
‘Subjects and Courses’.

While STAR courses vary in length, most usually 
run from one day per week for three to four weeks or 
as a block course for three to four days. Short ‘taster’ 
courses (up to four days) are available and exclude 
any formal assessment, but the longer courses (up 
to 20 sessions) give students the ability to gain unit 
standards towards NCEA levels 1, 2 or 3.  

‘These courses give students the opportunity to 
have a go at something they may otherwise not get to 
try. Because the majority of our students study from 
home, it’s also a good opportunity to get out and meet 
others, and try being in more of a class environment,’ 
says STAR Coordinator Chris Berentson.

STAR courses are funded by Te Kura and students 
who need to travel to get to their course can have 
their travel costs reimbursed once their course has 
finished*.

For more information about STAR courses, 
check the list of courses on our website at www.
tekura.school.nz then contact Chris Berentson on 
christopher.berentson@tekura.school.nz or talk to 
your learning advisor.

*Conditions apply

If you are a supervisor of a Te Kura full-time 
student in Years 9 or above you will need to complete 
five hours per week volunteering in a face to face Year 
1-8 primary/intermediate school. 

Several Te Kura supervisors have already 
successfully gained this qualification and are available 
to help support others.  

If you would like to know more please contact 
Adele Harris by email to adele.harris@tekura.school.
nz  or phone 0800 65 99 88 ext 8244. You could also 
visit www.openpolytechnic.ac.nz and click on Subjects 
and Courses to find the Certificate in Teacher Aiding 
Level 4.

Are you are a confident, experienced, supervisor?  Would you like to expand your 
knowledge and skills while working alongside your student?  Would you like to learn 
more about our education system?  
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Archer aims for Olympics

My name is Rachel, I’m 16, and my passion is 
archery. I have been doing archery for over a 
year and a half now, and have loved most of it. 

I am not going to lie and say that I haven’t 
felt like quitting many times, and that I don’t get 
frustrated with myself. Sometimes in order to step 
forward it feels like I have to take three steps back, 
but the joy and satisfaction of winning or getting 
a personal best always outweighs the bad. I am 
an archery nut because archery has always been 
something I’ve wanted to do. I watched the Olympic 
archers competing in the last Olympic Games, and 
around the time I started, New Zealand had just sent 
two compound archers Shaun Teasdale and Steve 
Clifton to the Commonwealth Games. Although 
they shoot a different bow type to me, I was hooked 
by the intenseness of Shaun Teasdale’s bronze 
medal matchplay and have wanted to go overseas 
to represent New Zealand ever since. Having the 
opportunity and means to train, and maybe one day 
get there, is amazing. Archery is a very tough sport 
and most of it is a mental game, the best archers are 
people who can cope with immense pressure. 

I am currently ranked sixth out of all the juniors 
in New Zealand, and second woman in the Under 17 
Recurve. My plans for the future include going on 

the 2014 Trans Tasman, attending the Junior Worlds, 
being ranked first recurver in New Zealand and 
eventually the Olympics. My goal is to bring back New 
Zealand’s first Olympic medal in Archery. I am looking 
for sponsors at the moment, because the costs of 
travelling, tournaments, accommodation and new 
equipment get expensive especially for a full-time 
student looking for work. 

I started with a beginner’s coaching course at 
Auckland Archery club and one of the coaches has 
been coaching me ever since. I love the social side of 
archery and the fact that everyone in my club backs 
me in my tournaments and goals. I wouldn’t have the 
goals I do if it wasn’t for one of the ladies at my club, 
and especially my coach Burt, who has to put up with 
a lot. They have both helped me so much over the 
past year and put a lot of effort into my training. 

I attended the Auckland Interschool Archery 
Tournament representing Te Kura on Saturday 31 
March. The tournament started early in the morning, 
with 17 archers in my mixed division competing to 
be ranked the highest. Archers are ranked in order 
of their scores in the qualifying round and then the 
highest versus the lowest in what is called matchplay. 

After the qualifying round I was ranked second 
under Sean Walker, one of the best juniors in New 
Zealand. Nerves would have to be the thing I struggle 
most with, especially in matchplay where people 
watch you shoot off against your competitor. I find 
it very hard to shoot well when people are watching 
or I really want to get a certain score. Even though 
this wasn’t a national tournament I still went to 
pieces in the 1/16th matchplay, only just beating my 
competition by a mere three points. Determined not 
to be beaten, and thanks to the support from my club 
members, I won my next match by 10 points, getting 
a score of 58 out of a possible 60.

I really felt the nerves in my semi-final match but 
I was stoked to beat Mikael with 55 points to 41 and 
claim a place in my first Gold medal matchplay.

I am proud of how I coped with the pressure 
falling only four points behind Sean in the match, but 
ruined my chances with the last arrow, by shooting a 
three. Sean took out the gold and I received silver. I 
left happy with my medal, and being the only woman 
in the competitive recurve medal matches. I will be 
going to Indoor Nationals in September this year and 
Outdoor Nationals in 2013 where I hope to win the 
Junior Under#20s division.

Rachel Burge
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Archer aims for Olympics Welcome to 2012 Techguy!

Anyone who does a lot of word processing will 
know how much some of the software options can 
cost.  

Microsoft Office 2010 can be anywhere from $150 to 
$300 depending on how you get the software and who 
does the work. But there are many free word processing 
programs (and some free suites) that include software 
which mimics that of Microsoft.

One very popular suite is Open Office (www.
openoffice.org.nz). Another is Neo Office (www.
neooffice.org). Both of these suites are free.

Both Microsoft Windows (all versions from Microsoft 
Windows 98 to Microsoft Windows 7) and Apple 
Macintosh computers have in-built word processors. 
These are free programs which are included in your 
operating system when you buy your computer. They 
may not be immediately visible, but a search in your 
programs folder should bring them up quickly. In 
Microsoft Windows there are two options; Wordpad and 
Notepad. Apple Macintosh computers offer a program 
called TextEdit. 

Please send an email to nztechguy@live.com if you 
have any questions or comments. 

Mike
Te Kura Techguy

At 14 years old, Charlie holds titles for the Bush 
Riders Cross Country motorbike championship, 
New Zealand National Cross Country motorbike 
championship as well as a regional title for the 
Central Region Enduro motorbike race.

‘It can be pretty exhausting, especially the 
enduro races because you ride for five hours at a 
time,’ says Charlie.

Training takes four or five hours each week, and 
Charlie makes sure he gets his school work done in 
the morning so he has the afternoons free for biking.

‘I do lots of riding to keep fit. In the mid-season 
I also do running and go on the exercycle at home.  
I’m going to get back into swimming soon too.’

Charlie’s love of motorbikes and racing began 
at seven years old when he discovered that his 
grandfather had an old 1990s Kawasaki 80cc 

In this issue I’m going to talk 
about some of the options 
available for word processing. 

Motorbikes a driver for Charlie 
Hunting, photography and farming may be just a few of Charlie Richardson’s hobbies, but 
motorbikes are his real passion.

motorbike. Charlie’s parents agreed to buy him a bike 
of his own and he, his father, uncle and cousin would go 
out trail bike riding before Charlie entered his first race 
when he was 10.  

‘The worst that has happened to me was a broken 
wrist last year. That’s when we bought an exercycle for 
me to train on while I was recovering,’ says Charlie.

Motorbike racing can be an expensive sport, 
particularly with the amount of travelling around New 
Zealand Charlie does to attend races. While his parents 
support him, Charlie also works on their station to help 
pay his way. He gets sponsorship from AFC Motorbikes in 
Palmerston North who give him good deals on parts and 
accessories for his bike.

Charlie’s future looks set to continue along the 
motorbike racing path, although he does have his eye on 
getting his helicopter licence when he’s 20.
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It was with pride that two senior Central South students from Whanganui, Emily Johnson and 
Lydia Timmins, represented Te Kura at Government House in Wellington for the annual Governor 
General’s Waitangi Day celebration.   

Young freestyle skier Ryan Read has beaten the odds to win the USA Skiing Association Open 
division slopestyle skiing competition in Breckenridge, Colorado earlier this year.   

Both students have an interesting connection to Government 
House. Emily's grandfather Pat Hoult was presented with an 
MBE in 1988 for services to education at Government House, and 
Lydia's great grandfather Samuel Timmins was commissioned to 
carve the staircase in Government House when it was built at the 
beginning of the last century.

The invitation from the Governor General was a pleasant 
surprise for both students and, knowing their family connections, 
they were very excited to attend. The afternoon included a 
speech by Governor General Sir Jerry Mateparae followed by the 
opportunity for guests to mingle and enjoy an afternoon tea. The 
NZ Air Force Band was playing on the front lawn and guests were 
able to wander through the gardens at their leisure. Lydia and 
Emily met and chatted to a number of guests and enjoyed looking 
around the beautiful gardens. The food, of course, was a highlight, 
especially the banoffee pie!

Lydia and Emily expressed their thanks for the wonderful 
opportunity. They loved the experience of being there and were 
quite taken with the grandeur of the occasion. A great start to the 
school year!

While Ryan should have competed in the 16-18 
years category, a mix up with his entry saw him take 
first place from a field of 35 competitors, many of 
whom were much older.

‘I was pretty stoked. I haven’t won a competition 
overseas before and this was one of the highlights 
of my trip,’ says Ryan.

A year 12 student at Te Kura, Ryan has also 
recently placed eleventh in the Gatorade freestyle 
tour in the USA as well as second at the New 
Zealand National competition last year.

Slopestyle skiing is a type of freestyle skiing that 
sees the skier performing jumps, flips and turns.  
Points are awarded according to how the skier lands 
and takes into account the technical difficulty of the 
trick and also the style.

Ryan is coached by New Zealand Development 
Team coach Andy Bowie, and says his ultimate goal 
would be to compete at the 2014 Winter Olympics in 
Sochi, Russia.

With a heavy training schedule, Ryan tries to 
complete his schoolwork in the mornings so he has 
the afternoons to train.  

‘I usually go to the gym three times a week to do 
a 45 minute weights workout and I also do a lot of 
trampolining, which helps with skiing because I can 
practise tricks to do on the slopes,’ says Ryan.

‘One of the hardest parts of combining schoolwork 
and training is that there isn’t always enough time 
for both. When I’ve come down the hill after skiing I 
don’t usually feel like doing my schoolwork, but Mum 
pushes me – which is good.’
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Te Kura students visit Government House

Entry mix-up no barrier for Olympic skiing hopeful



At just 11 years old, Reece was goat hunting with 
his Dad when he made his discovery and decided 
to take some home to find out from his friend at the 
Kakabeak Recovery programme whether it really 
was the plant.

‘I like caring for rare plants to keep them going. 
Normally I go into the bush with my Dad to go 
hunting and we usually spot them there,’ says 
Reece.

Mentor and friend Pete Shaw, who is also a keen 
promoter of Kakabeak conservation, took a cutting 
from the plants for testing. Sure enough, the results 
came back positive for three new types of plant.

‘I would say that in recent years hardly anybody 
finds a new wild Kakabeak anywhere and in Hawke’s 
Bay Reece is certainly the youngest person to have 

found a wild plant. His ability to get about in the hills 
and to spot and hunt wild animals has given him the 
perfect background to become a ‘Kakabeak Hunter’,’ 
says Pete.

Although Reece doesn’t want to pursue a career 
in endangered plants, he adores the bush and hopes 
to one day become a professional hunter or work in 
something that involves the bush and provides time 
for his love of motocross, which he competes in.

Kakabeak (Ngutukaka) is a shrub found only in 
New Zealand. It is a member of the pea family and is 
one of the country’s most threatened plants. It is very 
nutritious and has no defences against browsing by 
deer, goats, pigs, hares and livestock.

Passionate bushman and Te Kura student Reece Lister has discovered three new 
Kakabeak plants, bringing the total number of this endangered plant up to 100 
in New Zealand.
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Young triathlete earns Junior Sportswoman 
of the Year title
Young New Zealand triathlete and Te 
Kura student Mikayla Nielsen is again in 
the spotlight after being named Junior 
Sportswoman of the Year at the 2011 
Waikato District Sports Awards as well as 
Sportswoman of the Year at the Waikato 
Secondary School Sports Awards. 

Te Kura student discovers endangered plant 

Having just won the Oceania title for the Elite 
under 19 age group in Mooloolaba, Australia, 
Mikayla’s training and racing schedule are now 
focused on the Junior Elite World Champs in 
Auckland in October as well as the Rio Olympics in 
2016, and a recent bout of chicken pox didn’t sway 
her from continuing her competitions.

‘I had to pull out of the first of the Contact 
Triathlon Series races held in Rotorua in November, 
but I refused to withdraw from the Open World 
Championships held in Auckland at the end of 
November. It was such a privilege to be put on the 
start list for this race – it was an opportunity to 
race the best in the world,’ says Mikayla.



Pg. 18

I am a Sleeper

Cheyenne shaves for a cure

Southern region Te Kura student Sonia George is now a published author, with her science-
fiction fantasy book I am a Sleeper likely to be the first of many.

Te Kura student Cheyenne Burton put her locks on the line to raise $1,085 for Leukaemia 
and Blood Cancer New Zealand (LBC).

Sonia says the book took just under one month 
to write. 

‘I started on the first of February and finished on 
the first days of March. The book is 153 pages long. 
It was an incredible amount of hard work and I have 
already started another book.’

I am a Sleeper is aimed at teenage and adult 
readers. In the book Earth has been transformed 
into a utopian world controlled by the New Order. 
Everyone is brainwashed from birth. No-one knows 
the history of anything before the Regeneration in 
2012. A young woman (Keesha), who is the New 
Order’s most fervent supporter, learns the truth and 
unwittingly starts the downfall of the New Order, 
ushering in a new age. 

Sonia says the best way to sum up her book is a 
quote from Joesph Stalin. “The history of war does 
not know of an undertaking comparable to it for 
the breadth of conception, grandeur of scale and 
mastery of execution”, as well as two from Dwight 
D. Eisenhower. “Every gun that is made, every 
warship launched, every rocket fired signifies, in the 
final sense, a theft from those who hunger and are 
not fed, those who are cold and not clothed” and 
“You do not lead by hitting people over the head — 
that’s assault, not leadership”.’

‘Shave for a Cure’ was a nationwide campaign 
to fundraise for LBC, the national charity dedicated 
to supporting patients and their families living 
with blood cancers and related blood conditions. 
Cheyenne was one of thousands of ‘shavees’ who 
shaved their heads, including politicians David 
Shearer and Russell Norman.

Cheyenne says can she only imagine what her 
parents thought when she asked ‘can I shave my 
head?’

‘I am glad that I have parents that understand 
and support my decision to participate in this year’s 
‘Shave for a Cure’.’ 

What does Cheynne think of her new hairstyle? ‘I 
thought it looked a little extreme at first but now I 
just think it’s pretty cool.’



Southern region student 
Grace Percy competing 
at the Horse of the Year 
event in Hastings earlier 
this year. Grace won the 1 
metre pony championship, 
out of a field of 80 
competitors.
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Fran achieves Gold 

I thought I would give myself a big challenge 
and do the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Hillary Award. 
Gold is the highest award. There were five different 
sections: service, skills, physical recreation, 
residential project and adventurous journey.

I helped an old lady in the Akaroa village doing 
things around the house. I had to learn a new skill 
so I chose to knit. I knitted 200 Peggy squares 
to make a homemade blanket. I did running for 
physical recreation and I was running for five 
months. I did an eight day Outward Bound course 
for the residential project. I didn’t know anyone on 
the course. I had lots of fun doing Outward Bound 
[and] did not want to come home!

I had to do two tramps for my adventurous 
journey. I did the Heaphy Track for my practice 
one and I also did the Arthur’s Pass tramp for my 
real one. Then I had to write up a tramping report 
saying what I have learnt on the tramp.

When I complete everything I can get my record 
book signed off to see if I have done enough work. 
I got a letter saying that I passed the Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh award. 

On the 24 March 2012 Mum, Annette (our friend 
and Guide leader) and I went to Christchurch to an 

This is a story about an adventure.  

award presentation at Villa Maria College to get my 
Gold Duke of Edinburgh award presented to me by 
the new Governor General. There were four other 
groups getting their award. They were Queen’s 
Guides, Queen’s Scouts and St Johns. I was the 
only one getting the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Hillary 
award from Girl Guides New Zealand. 

At 9.45 am we had a Girl Guides uniform check 
to make sure we looked smart for the Special Award 
Ceremony. Then it was time to go and find your 
seat.

Everyone had to stand when the Governor 
General walked into the room. I am taller than the 
Governor General!!

There were lots of speeches that we had to listen 
to. After the award presentation there were group 
photos taken with the Governor General. 

There was a light morning tea as well. We had 
some lunch at a hotel called Chateau on the Park. 
All the people who got awards went there for lunch 
with their relations and friends.

Fran Richardson



Dad reckons it keeps him back in his 
time as a young surfer, finding waves, 
looking for solitude and always reminding 
me winning medals wasn’t part of the 
equation. Mum and Dad have always 
supported me in my chosen path. I get 
to chase the waves and surf in solitude 
but I also compete and have to work 
hard at balancing this freedom with my 
correspondence study, working the land 
and training toward a professional surfing 
career. I think this life paradox has given 
me a strong and balanced competitive 
streak.

It has been my goal to be a world 
champion surfer since I was eight. Day 
after day I have watched footage of my 
favourite surfers, analysing my own video 
footage against those I aspire to one day 
beat in competition. 

There have been moments of loneliness, 
growing up in this relative isolation, with a 
goal that can at times exclude the ‘normal 
teenage life’, but I feel I have gained a 
maturity and an inner strength that has 
helped me and will help me achieve my 
goals.

I can remember my first win, it was a 
national competition when I was eleven. 
After that first win Dad bought an old 
rusty school bus and Dad, my brother Joe 
and I hit the road focused on being the 
champs. We surfed as many competitions 
as possible, checking out new coastlines, 
waves to be surfed and memories 
collected. 

The journey has been a rollercoaster 
ride and I have been able to fulfil fantastic 
goals, perhaps the most important being 
that of ‘today I was the best person I could 
be’.

It is a long way from the miles of 
uninhabited steep, narrow winding 
roads with sheep clad hills that drop 
sharply into bush gullies, to the 
coast of Panama. I live surrounded by 
soft hills of green conservation land 
opening onto two sides of the Pacific. 
It truly is paradise.

Now it’s time to pursue the dream to the 
next level. Winning the ISA Junior World 
Championships. It is a tall order and one that 
I visualise daily. Unfortunately the biggest 
challenge is that of raising the money to get 
there. I say unfortunately only because it can 
distract me from the job of training. But then 
maybe this will be as big a part of the journey 
as competing.

The ISA World Junior Surfing 
Championships this year are in Panama, 
where over 100 people from around the world 
will compete in my division. To be a part of 
this is a great honour and opportunity as 
well as a step toward achieving my long term 
goal of making the Association of Surfing 
Professionals World Competition Tour in four 
years’ time.

There have been many people that have 
helped me along the way, telling this story 
gives me the opportunity to thank them.

I will represent these people and 
Northland well and hope the vagaries of the 
ocean will go my way and that, combined 
with peaking physically and mentally, will see 
me win. No matter where I place in the event 
I will be the ‘Best person I can be on the day’. 
It will be, and already is another step on my 
journey.
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The road to Panama and beyond


