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would combine the efforts of Te 
Kura, schools and other partners to 
provide a flexible model of teaching 
and learning for students. It would 
also incorporate our authentic 
learning approach, so students 
will have personalised learning 
plans based on their passions and 
goals. Under this approach Te Kura 
would not be solely responsible 
for meeting the needs of these 
students; we would be working 
with the local school and the 
community to support students to 
be successful in their learning. 

This is a very exciting 
opportunity for Te Kura. We 
have long believed that stronger 
partnerships with schools and 
communities are key to improving 
student achievement, and are 
looking forward to working with 
the Ministry, schools, iwi and 
other groups to pilot this approach 
during 2013. We will keep you 
updated on progress with this work 
throughout 2013 via our website 
and Link Up.

Our new trades academy, 
Huarahi, has now been formally 
established following months of 
planning and preparation. The 
trades academy will offer the 
opportunity for senior secondary 
students to complete Level 2 
NCEA through Te Kura as well as a 
national certificate in a vocational 
trade at Level 2 or above, with 
standards gained through on-
the-job learning at a workplace in 
their community. More information 

The Ministry of Education has 
released its report on the future 
role of Te Kura in the education 
sector network, which you may 
have heard about through the 
news media. The report was the 
outcome of a review carried out 
by the Ministry in consultation 
with Te Kura, and is focused on 
the role Te Kura has with students 
who have been underserved by the 
education sector, often described 
as students who are ‘at risk’ of not 
achieving. Many of the students 
who enrol with Te Kura, particularly 
our full-time students, have been 
referred to us by the Ministry or 
Child, Youth and Family because 
they have struggled to succeed in a 
face-to-face school.

The report acknowledges that 
distance education on its own 
is not the best option for these 
students. By continuing to enrol 
these students with Te Kura, the 
education system is masking 
the wider system’s failure to 
adequately meet the needs of 
all learners. We know that, as 
a distance education provider, 
Te Kura is at a considerable 
disadvantage – even with a 
stronger regional presence. It 
is still difficult for us to build 
the kinds of relationships that 
are needed for students to 
achieve success. So the report 
recommends a new approach, 
called ‘partnership learning’, that 

about the trades academy is 
available on our website or by 
contacting us on 0800 65 99 88.

In September the Minister 
of Education announced four 
new Board members, to join 
John Sproat and Maxine Moana-
Tuwhangai, who were appointed 
to the Board in June. Former 
Secretary for Education Karen 
Sewell has been appointed as 
Chair of the Board, and is joined 
by educationalists Gillian Heald 
and Dr Niki Davis, as well as 
entrepreneur and businessman 
Paul Adams. You can read more 
about the new Board members on 
page 6.
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of our Facebook page through our website 
at www.tekura.school.nz 
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T-sha wins William Wallace Award

STAR course inspires young photographer

t-sha ryan, a northern region 
student in year 11, has won a $2000 
william wallace tertiary award after 
being nominated by her cyf social 
worker.

In T-sha’s words, the William Wallace 
Award is an award for children in CYF care 
that have been emotionally abused and 
have had a rough life with their carer, but 
they have managed to get their life back 
on track and want to succeed. (‘The award 
has) made me realise that all the pain and 
hurt I went through growing up really paid 
off!’

T-sha and her supervisor put together a 
portfolio as part of the application showing 
how she had improved and what changes 
had occurred. T-sha only just got the entry 
in before the deadline. Nevertheless, her 
application impressed the award panel and 
she received a phone call from the Award 
Committee congratulating her on winning 
the Tertiary award.

T-sha has been with CYF for 11 months, 
‘but they have always been there since I 
was little’. 

‘Before intervention I was afraid, lost 
and neglected, I was angry and self-

harming; I was in a dark tunnel. This all 
changed after I was placed into the care 
of my Aunty and Uncle. They fed me and 
clothed me and made sure I was safe. They 
stuck with me in my darkest times, even 
when I had tantrums and treated them 
disrespectfully, they never gave up on me’.

‘They helped me through all my pain 
and hurting and stuck by me when easily 
they could have sent me away. They made 
me feel loved, protected, secure and 
happy, something I had never experienced 
before and it was an amazing feeling!

‘My Aunty and Uncle go to church and 
that helped me find the Lord and accept 
him into my heart. The Lord has become a 
big part in all of this because I believe that 
if I had never gone through any hurt or pain 
in my other family then I would have never 
made it where I am today.’

 ‘Te Kura has helped a lot because it’s 
flexible and has let me work to a schedule 
that suits me. I didn’t like face-to-face 
school; I found it a frightening experience 
and struggled in many ways.’

‘Being home-schooled has really helped 
me regain the confidence to be around 
people and to not be afraid to succeed in 
my life and school work.’

Seven years ago I found my love for 
photography; I would wake up early in 
the morning and take photos of the 
sunrise on my Mum’s camera. 

When I was in year 7 my Mum asked my 
teacher if there were any photography 
related school books I could do, but there 
weren’t. However, I was told I might be 
eligible to go on the STAR programme 
when I was in year 10 and if I kept up  
my grades. 
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So I kept up my grades and early 
this year I got told I would be able to 
do a photography course at Whitirea, I 
wasn’t able to make the first course, so 
I did the course later in the year. It was 
for two days from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
and it was long days, but the amount of 
information you take in was worth it. I 
learnt about different functions that my 
camera has, I learnt how to set up a good 
photo and I learnt about different careers 
in photography. I wrote so many notes 
that reminded me how to take photos to 
the exact specification for large scale and 

small scale photos and they reminded me 
of what different settings to use. 

Thanks to this course I am considering 
a career in photography. I am also very 
proud to say that not only was this course 
for year 12 and 13 and I am only a year 10, 
but the tutor Glen Howey said I was most 
mature, diligent and I asked the most 
intelligent questions. I am also proud 
to say I was the only correspondence 
student. I am looking forward to the next 
course. 

By Amber Calcott

Years of hard work and dedication 
have paid off for Levi Chadfield, who 
achieved second place in his class 
at the New Zealand Golden Gloves 
boxing tournament held in Taupo this 
winter.

Levi, a Year 12 student who is part of the 
Gonville Centre Advisory in Whanganui, 
has been boxing since age seven and 
fighting in tournaments from the age of 12. 
The oldest of nine children, boxing is really 
a family affair for the Chadfields, with both 
Levi’s father and grandfather having been 
keen boxers too. 

Levi’s daily routine includes an early 
start with two hours’ training in the 
morning and three hours in the evening. 
Skipping, stretching and a combination of 
shadow sparring, bag work, techniques 
and running make up his demanding 
schedule. Levi is usually very busy over 
weekends competing in tournaments. So 
far he holds the Wellington Champion 
and Manawatu Champion titles for 
2012 and recently won the North Island 
Championships in Rotorua. In spite of this 
busy schedule, Levi still finds time to get 
through his schoolwork and to pack in 
some guitar-playing.

On being asked what he loves about 
boxing, Levi says, ‘I like the discipline, 
getting up early and going for runs.’ Levi 
is coached by his father at Prizering 

Whanganui and says he even enjoys being 
yelled at.

Levi competes in the Welterweight 
70 to 74 kg division for age 16 to 18, and 
had to qualify for the Golden Gloves 
tournament with a minimum of four fights, 
although he has ten fights to his name. His 
immediate goal is to take first place at the 
New Zealand Championships. In the long-
term, though, he strives for the ultimate – 
competing in the 2016 Olympic Games. 
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New Te Kura Board of Trustees

the minister of education has made 
four new appointments to the board 
of te kura to replace the outgoing 
board members, who completed their 
term of office on 9 september. karen 
sewell took up the position of board 
chair, with gillian heald, dr niki davis 
and paul adams as trustees, on 10 
september. john sproat and maxine 
moana-tuwhangai were introduced 
in the previous issue of link up and 
took up their positions as trustees on 
1 june. the new board members have 
been appointed for a period of three 
years, and join elected staff member 
john nisbet, whose term runs through 
until june 2013.

Gillian Heald
Gillian Heald has had extensive  
experience in secondary and tertiary 
teaching as the former Principal of both 
Rangi Ruru Girls’ School and Unlimited 
Paenga Tawhiti. She is currently an 
education consultant and holds a 
number of Board directorships including 
Chairperson of the NZ Olympic Education 
Commission. In 2010, Gillian was awarded 

Dr Niki Davis 
Dr Niki Davis is Professor of e-Learning  
at the University of Canterbury and a  
member of the Governance Board 
for Ultrafast Broadband in Schools/
Network for Learning. Niki is recognised 
internationally as a leading expert 
in information and communication 

the MNZM for Services to Education.
Gillian says that Te Kura has the potential 
to be a leader, in New Zealand and beyond, 
in personalised, authentic and e-learning 
education. She is looking forward to 
participating in taking advantage of the 
unique opportunities and working through 
the challenges ahead.

technologies in teacher education.
‘As a leader of e-learning, I am looking 
forward to supporting growth of the online 
teaching and learning in line with Te Kura’s 
mission. I hope that (use of) OTLE will 
grow in collaboration with educators and 
students within and beyond Te Kura.’

Karen Sewell 
Karen Sewell, QSO, is the former Chief 
Executive of the Ministry of Education 
and Secretary for Education. She has 
also been the Chief Executive and Chief 
Review Officer for the Education Review 
Office. Karen has taught at schools in the 
UK and in New Zealand, including Onslow 
College in Wellington and Green Bay 
High School in Auckland, where she was 
Principal. She has been the recipient of a 

teaching fellowship at Victoria University 
Wellington, a Nuffield Bursary at the 
University of London and has also been 
an Inspector of Secondary Schools in 
New Zealand. Karen has provided strong 
leadership to the education sector and has 
shown a strong commitment to improving 
educational outcomes for Māori and 
Pasifika students.

‘The world that you are going 
to live in will be very different 
from the world today. To support 
the needs of every student, Te 
Kura must offer each of you the 
opportunities that will enable you 
to be successful, contributing and 
caring adults and citizens.’
Karen Sewell
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Paul Adams 
Paul Adams has a wealth of business 
and management experience, and a 
commitment to raising the achievement 
of Māori and Pasifika students. He is 
currently Managing Director for Carrus 
Corporation Ltd, a property development 
and management firm in the Bay of Plenty. 
Paul qualified as a Civil Engineer in 1969 in 
Wellington and has owned and managed 
many private companies over the last 30 
years.

Paul’s aspiration is to see Te Kura grow in 
enrolment volume. Whilst New Zealand 
students must remain the core business, 
foreign fee-paying students should be 
encouraged to increase the revenue base, 
which will provide for increased courses 
and equipment. He emphasises the 
importance of Te Kura having state-of-the-
art IT systems that will ensure delivery of 
timely, accurate information for students 
and teachers.

Early childhood service ‘a great experience’

early childhood service ‘a great 
experience’ the early childhood 
education (ece) service has been a 
great experience for both my children 
(now aged six and five) and our family. 

We live 33 km from the nearest township, 
on a sheep and beef farm. We felt it was 
impractical to attend any ECE centre 
more than once a week. Te Kura filled 
this gap brilliantly. The resources were 
fantastic – always right on the mark with 
where the kids were at with their skill level 
and interest, and also took a lot of their 
interest to the next level with activities we 
would never have thought of doing! The 
kids constantly surprised me with what 
they were capable of. 

I really appreciated the one-on-one 
contact with their teacher, especially 
how she helped us with strategies for 
challenging behaviour. The tailor-made 
programmes were brilliant and our teacher 
really listened to me, as a parent, as to 
what I wanted to achieve with my child.  
I felt that she really knew the children as 
people and she was always interested in 
what they were up to. 

We really appreciated that Te Kura 
supported emerging literacy and 
numeracy, something that a lot of ECE 
providers struggle with. Both my children 
were well prepared for school. They have 
left Te Kura as children confident of their 
skills and not afraid to try new things. I 
have also really enjoyed sharing in this 

precious time of their lives with them and 
watching their skills develop and progress. 
I would, and do recommend this service 
to anyone that is eligible, and would not 
hesitate to enrol any child with Te Kura. 

Thanks Te Kura for this wonderful 
opportunity for my children, and my 
family.

Alayne Kirk 
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Dancer strives for Australian Success

grace davison is a talented ballet 
dancer who has her sights set 
on australia as she prepares to 
audition for three ballet schools in 
melbourne.

Despite the pressures of studying for NCEA 
Level 3, this award-winning young dancer 
is having a sensational year and has been 
nominated for the 2012 New Zealand 
Young Performer of the Year Award. Grace 
was nominated in April at the Rotorua 
Performing Arts Competition against stiff 
competition in her category for over 15s 
and under 21s.

Grace successfully sat her British 
Ballet Organisation Advanced 2 exam 
in September and also attained the 
distinction of being the first person to 
achieve the British Ballet Organisation 
Dance in Theatre qualification for 
performers. Apart from having to learn 
the extensive syllabus, Grace had to 
successfully direct a group of dancers 
for performance and write a 3000 word 
essay. This was extremely demanding 
and Grace’s mother, Anne Davison, says 
they were thrilled with her achievement. 
Grace is also due to compete in the North 
Island Nationals once she returns from her 
auditions in Australia. 

Grace’s success has taken ‘incredibly 
hard work’, according to Anne. ‘She gets up 
at 4:30 in the morning to keep up with her 
schoolwork and has become a master at 
writing in the car’. Grace’s dancing starts 
around midday every day, with an hour 
and forty-five minutes spent in the car just 
getting to lessons. 

Through her auditions, Grace hopes 
to be selected to attend one of two ballet 
schools in Melbourne or one in Perth in 
2013. Despite the reciprocal education 
agreement between New Zealand and 
Australia, Grace is not eligible for a 
student loan as she is not an Australian 
national. This financial challenge means 
that Grace and her family will have to 

work hard at fundraising and searching 
for scholarships. Anne says that even the 
audition process is expensive. 

We wish Grace and her family success 
in their efforts and look forward to hearing 
much more about this talented dancer.
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Hamilton Chemistry Day 

twenty two level 2 and 3 te kura 
students went to wintec in hamilton 
to complete some practical chemistry 
work. they were an awesome bunch of 
students to work with and came from 
diverse backgrounds. one dedicated 
student travelled seven hours to 
attend and here’s his story. he is josh 
hughes from tokomaru bay.

tēna koutou
ko hikurangi te maunga
ko waiapu te awa 
ko ngāti pākehā te iwi.
kei te noho au ki te rohe o te tairawhiti, 
ki te takiwā o tokomaru.
i tipu ake au i konei, ki te pūtake o te ao. 
ko te tumanako he miharo ki a koutou te 
kōrero nei.
nō reira pānuitia

A small korero on what makes me tick. I 
started NCEA correspondence work with 
Te Kura when I was 16, and am now at 
Level 3. I take chemistry, physics, biology, 
statistics, and last but not least, te reo 
Māori.

Where I am today is because of what 
people have invested in me. I come from a 
family of six children, we work really well 
as a team and engage a lot with the local 
community in Tokomaru Bay.

My big brother has had a huge influence 
on the way I work at school. He was an 
extremely disciplined and focused student 
and has challenged me to be the same. 
Being an outdoor person, I have to force 
myself to leave my outdoor activities such 
as hunting, horse riding, surfing and other 
sports with my mates, until my work is 
completed. My music teachers have taught 
me to be disciplined enough to achieve 
Grade 8 piano and Grade 6 cello. I find it 
helpful to have a schedule of what I want 
to accomplish during the day, beginning 
with a prayer to God.

Recently I attended the chemistry day 
in Hamilton which is seven hours away. The 
reason I went was because I have never 
been in a laboratory to do experiments 
before. I really enjoyed the day meeting 

other people and I achieved an excellent 
experimental result.

My ambition is to become a farmer, 
as I enjoy all aspects of farming. Through 
farming I hope to contribute to the 
people on the East Coast who have given 
me so much. I appreciate my teachers 
at Te Kura, who are enthusiastic and 
who are interested in my education and 
furthermore, my future.

Ngā Manākitanga a te Atua ki a koutou 
katoa.

Joshua Hughes
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Josh after a successful pig 
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Olympic diving
(acrostic poem) 

Difficult dive
In water
Very straight
Including
No
Golds

By Katie Batt, Year 5

City of Burning Ghosts
Hiroshima,
City of burning ghosts,
Nagasaki,
City of burning ghosts,
The enslaved empire,
Was stopped for a day
Permanently in time,
Might of gods
Struck from the sky
Born on the wings of the
Angel of Death, and of Destruction
Himself,
Carrying on side effects
Past this very day,
Baptismal of fire,
Born by wind,
The empires sun was set,
The western sun won the battle
With one last gesture,
Decided and ended a great war,
The second of its kind,
The old dragon fought the young eagle
And lost,
Two cities fell,
But now repopulated,
Forever in legend,
Embedded in memory, books and on walls,
Enola Gay dropped the Little Boy on
Hiroshima,
While Bockscar dropped the Fat Man on
Nagasaki,
The nation will never recover,
Had they come to terms of peace,
The story might have been different,
Unconditional surrender
Too soon after,
Ought to have been far before,
Came too late for many,
Still paying the price,
Two cities bearing a gruesome and eerie 
history.
Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
Both a city of burning ghosts. 

By Sonia George, Year 13

’Ware the Teddy Bear
Child’s nightmare begins to bloom, 
Under a night sky in the light of a dark moon.

Dreaming horrors have materialised, 
Boy flees, nightmare house, traumatised.

Tripping and stumbling, his escape frustrated, 
Trapped in a trap his mind has created.

Reaches forest, growls ahead, the boy is scared, 
Deep and black, night terrors to be feared.

Out of his bag, his Teddy Bear. 
Creating a shield against nightmare.

By Finlay Wulfric Thorre Burnett-Christensen, 
Year 8

Bio poem
Mathew
Athletic, sparkling, talented, young 
Son of Terrie and Nigel 
Friend of Jack, Neve, and Isabelle 
Lover of rice pudding, karate, and ocean 
liners 
Who feels affection for cute puppies, kittens, 
and ducklings 
Who needs hugs, love, and friends 
Who gives kisses, advice, support 
Who fears wasps, pain, and death 
Who would like to win Lotto, sail on the QM2, 
and rebuild the RMS Olympic 
Beardsworth

Mathew Beardsworth, Year 8
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Celeste’s KiwiSport Swim Experience
We arrived at the pools half an hour 
earlier than our appointment. Our trainer 
arrived and the first thing I thought was, 
‘You’ve got to be kidding me!’ Perfectly 
white, hasn’t a wrinkled skin, what would 
you think? She warmly greeted us and 
with a brief exchange of names, we were 
ready to go. My sister and I were ready to 
go first, so in we went into the beautifully 
warm water. She instructed us to show 
her what we already know about free-
styling, so off we went pounding the water 
halfway down the lane, near drowning 
from tiredness. I shot out of the water. She 
said, ‘that was good for someone who has 
never been trained to swim.’ I smiled and 
then she said, ‘but what I see you doing 
is you are fighting the water which makes 
you tired fast.’ 

She told us to hold our hands in front 
of us and push off the edge, kicking gently. 
‘Wow!’ was all I could think. Going like 
this, I could do twice as much as I usually 
could when I was ‘fighting the water’. 
‘Good’, she said, ‘wasn’t that much less 
tiresome?’ ‘Tell me more,’ I thought. 
Next she taught us the breathing part of 
freestyle swimming. ‘You must act like you 

are lying on your side, your arm is your 
pillow. Lay it straight and in front of you lie 
your head on it with your other arm lying 
on your hip straight down.’ The stroke was 
a four count, so one, two, three, breathe 
and legs kicking gently. ‘That is freestyle 
swimming’, she said. I couldn’t believe 
how much energy I was conserving when 
using her techniques. 

Next she taught us backstroke. We had 
to act like our body was a boat and our 
arms were paddles. ‘First your pinkie must 
always leave the water first, one by one, 
arms rising above your ears and strike the 
water like a paddle.’ Once again the ease 
of swimming, if only you know. We were 
taught that all in 20 minutes. Then she 
left us to practice one way freestyle, then 
come back on backstroke. 

We did it for about an hour and I have 
definitely improved in my swimming. I’m 
grateful to Patricia, my trainer and Kiwi 
Sport for the funding; and my parents for 
taking me down to my lessons.

I look forward to the next lesson.

Celete Tehei Year 13
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Finger puppets 
Hope Anderson Gardner 
Year 3.



Emma’s story
Emma’s mum wrote the last word 
of this story for her (only because 
Dad had just come in for lunch and 
she wanted it finished so she could 
read it to him!), the rest she knew, 
sounded out or remembered she 
had seen in a reader. This was a task 
for LAN 108 where she went outside 
to find ideas and came back to write 
her story. The photo explains what 
was found hiding in the rocks and 
what exactly was picked!

Today I fad a big flaffy 
lion hiding in the rocs. 
I piked it up and took  
it home. 
Its name was Dandelion.

Emma Coates, age 5

My Sister 

My sister Mahlia is a cute and quiet sister, but 
when she is not reading she can talk like mad.

She shares a bedroom with me. We have a bunk 
bed. She has the bottom bunk. Mahlia likes dolls 
so our Granddad built her a dollhouse – it is 
huge!!!!!!

She is always complaining that there are too 
many..........BOYS!!!!!!!

I also know she wants a girl to play with (not that 
that is surprising).

Mahlia also plays the piano but wants to quit. She 
does not like to play much sport, only volleyball 
and thinks soccer is bad. I love soccer.

She likes to dance, she tries to trick people and 
all sorts of stuff then after that she says “I’m 
just tricking” and “Liam!” and when she needs 
someone she yells “MUM”!!!!!!!!! But especially the 
one we all hate “that’s boring”. 

She really likes spending her pocket money on ice 
cream and other sweets and drinks. There is also 
her teddy Bubbles. If Bubbles is taken from her 
she can get pretty rowdy. Sometimes she also gets 
rowdy about game rules. When she plays a game 
she “cheats”, but not always.

But mostly she is kind and loving. I am glad she is 
my sister. 

By Liam Page, Year 5
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Magic
It started out at the castle of 
enchantment. It was evening and 
King Leopold was pacing in his 
chamber, muttering the words 
‘This is terrible, utter catastrophe!’

Prince Harold and Connor were 
worried. They asked their father 
what was the matter. 

King Leopold said ‘evil is awakening in our villages’. 
‘Our villagers are starving, we must fight back’ said 
Harold. 
‘No’, said Connor, ‘we can’t, we have no men’. 
‘Your brother’s right’, said King Leopold. 
‘What must we do?’ said the brothers. 
A week later, the brothers discovered their father sick 
in bed. He had come down with a mystery illness. 
The king’s doctor discovered that the king had been 
poisoned. The brothers needed to find the antidote 
and set off to the blind hermit’s house somewhere 
within the forbidden forest. They travelled for two 
days, riding hard, and finally came to the edge of the 
forest.

The forest looked dark and dangerous, but the 
brothers knew this was their father’s only hope. They 
went slowly through the forbidden forest, taking 
care to listen for any signs of danger. They travelled 
through the forest for five days, with nothing attacking 
them, then they came to a ridge and decided to camp 
for the night. ‘We should reach the hermit tomorrow’, 
said Harold, ‘his house is somewhere down in the 
valley below us.’ The next morning, they packed up 
and began the journey down into the valley.

The castle of enchantment was in grave danger. The 
Dark Shadow who had poisoned the King had gathered 
his forces and was attacking.

The princes came to a steep ledge and out of 
nowhere an Ork patrol attacked. The princes fought 
hard and managed to fight off the Orks. When the Orks 
retreated, the princes heaved a sigh of relief. Their 
horses had disappeared, so they continued down the 
ledge on foot. It was a steep climb, but they finally 
made it to the bottom. They found their horses grazing 
down on the valley floor, and continued on their way.

By the time they reached the Hermit’s house, it was 
nightfall. They knocked on the door and the Hermit let 
them in. They talked with the Hermit most of the night, 
and he told them they would have to make the antidote 
themselves, using their hidden powers. The princes 
practiced all day, looking inside themselves to tap into 
their powers. By nightfall, they were exhausted.

Word was going around all the villages that the 
princes were dead, and there was no hope! The King 
sent for his phoenix and sent it to the Hermit’s house 
to find out if his sons were dead. Word came back that 
they had been captured and turned evil by the Dark 
Shadow. The King despaired; he never wanted to see 
his sons again.

After three days working with the Hermit, the 
princes had finally been able to tap into their powers 
and made an antidote for the poison killing their 
father. They set off to the castle to save their father 
and the kingdom. On their way to the castle, they see 
a huge army of Orks marching towards the castle and 
war. The brothers overtook the Orks without being 
seen and rode as fast as they could through the forest. 
When they rode through the village on the outskirts 
of the castle, the villagers all shouted BOO and gave 
them dirty looks. The villagers thought they had come 
to overthrow the King.
When they reached the castle, they found the 
drawbridge up and no-one answered their call. The 
princes needed to get into the castle quickly and 
gather forces to fight the Orks, so they decided to 
enter the castle by the secret tunnel they used when 
they were children. Once inside the castle, they 
quickly made their way to the King’s chamber. They 
opened the door, and when the King saw them he tried 
to shout ‘traitors!’ but he was too weak for anyone 
to hear. The princes were shocked that their father 
thought they were traitors and went over to him. 
‘Father it’s us, your sons’, they said. ‘We’re here to 
help you get better.’
Harold held his father’s head up tenderly and Connor 
gave him the antidote they had made. The potion 
worked quickly and the King began to feel like his old 
self again. ‘I don’t understand’ he said, ‘we were told 
you had become evil and were working for the Dark 
Shadow.’
‘There’s no time to explain’ said Connor. ‘An army of 
Orks is on its way to the castle and we have to gather 
our forces to fight them.’
When the Orks arrived at the castle, they found them 
prepared to repel them. With the princes’ new found 
powers, they fought off the Orks, but the Dark Shadow 
escaped to work his mischief another day. At least 
next time the brothers would have the powers to fight 
him. 

Ciara Manderson, Year 6
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Hope Anderson Gardner, Year 3.

Megan park, Year 6.



Whirlpool
I was happily walking along at the 
beach when suddenly I slipped into 
a whirlpool! It was like a fast water 
slide. When I was at the bottom of 
the ocean I bumped into a friendly 
starfish. She thought I was a princess! 
We wanted to play together. I taught 
her how to play volleyball. When she 
understood the rules we had a great 
time and we were friends together.

Miriam Canning, Year 4

Goat Trapping
Once when we had lots of goats up in the 
mountains, I used to go up there with my brother 
Ralph. But they’re back again. 

We went up to red ridge around 5.00am in the 
morning. It was pitch black, I could hardly see my 
hands in front of my face.  It was so cold we had 
to wear jumpers but we didn’t wear our long pants 
because we knew we were going to have to run 
hard if we wanted to wanted to catch something. 
I took out my tarb (machete) and started cutting 
a track to the place where we needed to go. As I 
went, I whistled a Flo Rida tune called Hangover 
but when I started, Ralph told me to shut up 
because I sounded bad, so I did what I was told.  

When we got half way there, I put my tarb back 
into my leather sheath on my side. Ralph asked 
“what’s the matter”?

I pointed to a herd of about 40-50 goats up on 
the bank sleeping. One was on watch. He stood 
there on top of a stone above the herd.

I looked at Ralph and told him to go 
underneath them and told him not to move until 
I gave the signal. When he was in a position and 
I was in mine, I whistled to Ralph and I took off 

towards the huge herd.
Some scattered here and there. I jumped on 

one and wrestled it to the ground and tied its legs 
up and tied it to a tree. Ralph was already after 
his second one.

The wind rushed past my face as I sped off 
towards the herd. The herd disappeared behind a 
corner along with Ralph.

I ran after them. When I got around the corner, 
Ralph had caught the other male. I ran up to him, 
jumping onto the great beast, landing on its back 
and holding its horns. Ralph tied its legs, front 
and back.

I stopped and sat there along with my brother. 
As we hauled the great animal onto my back I 
laughed and told him now I knew why he wanted 
me to carry it because he stunk badly.

We took the goat back to the bike and went to 
get the trailer.

By Jayden Peu, Year 10 
Pitcairn Island

Pg. 15

Miriam Canning, Year 4



Cierra and Rachel’s Matariki dinner

Earlier this year Central South 
students Cierra Duncan and Rachel 
Hope were chosen to represent 
the school at this year’s Matariki 
Celebrations at Government House in 
Wellington. 

Cierra Duncan: ‘The Matariki dinner 
was an awesome experience. I got the 
chance to meet my teacher, roam around 
Government House and to see the 
Governor General make a speech about the 
celebration of Matariki. I was really excited 
to go to the Matariki dinner and meet 
Sir Jerry Mateparae and his wife Janine 
Grenside. I bought myself a brand spanking 
new dress for the occasion and got myself 
all dolled up. Before going to the dinner 
I met up with my Te Kura school teacher 
Nicola Anderson, (who I hadn’t met 
personally before – only by phone) and 
we got on instantly. She and I went to the 
dinner and watched Sir Jerry Mateparae 
make a speech about the celebrations of 
Matariki.’ 

‘After his speech he introduced 
a talented Kapa Haka group which 

performed for us that night. We were given 
permission to wander around Government 
House and treated to food prepared in the 
kitchens and served to us by university 
students. When I finally met up with the 
other Te Kura student that went, she 
and I posed for the camera all around 
Government House. Before we left we 
received a leaving gift of home-made jam 
made by the Government House chefs who 
had collected fruit from the grounds.’

‘It was an awesome night that I won’t 
soon forget!’

Rachel Hope: ‘A couple months ago 
myself and Cierra were chosen to attend 
the Matariki Celebrations at Government 
House, hosted by the Governor General. 
After entering the House with a welcome, 
our coats were taken and we entered the 
blue-lit ballroom.’ 

‘The Governor General gave a speech 
and a Kapa Haka group performed. 
Afterwards I met up with Cierra and 
Nicola and we walked around the house 
and enjoyed the house ice cream cones. 
Cierra and I had a great time and it was an 
amazing experience.’

Positive attitudes lead to positive benefits
As a supervisor you are an individual with your own set of skills and abilities. 
It is important that you recognise these strengths and use them with 
confidence. If you are feeling self-assured your student is more likely to pick 
up on your positive attitude. Other things that help are:

•	 Having your own support networks 
such as family, friends or other 
supervisors. They can offer practical 
help or a listening ear.

•	 Keeping your student on task with 
good routines and timetables. 
Organise concentrated study periods 
and short regular breaks.

•	 Setting achievable expectations for 
your student and ‘catch them being 
good’. We all respond to praise.

•	 Telling your student when, and 
what they are doing well. This is 
a constructive way to boost your 
student’s confidence.

From time to time you may be faced with 
challenges outside your control. If this 
happens to you:

•	 make contact with your student’s 
teacher to explain the situation 

•	 identify what needs to happen and 
who will take responsibility – will it be 
you, your student or another person?

•	 seek support from others to help 
with specific tasks so that you can 
concentrate on your responsibilities 
as a supervisor.

Adele Harris
Supervisor Support Advisor
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This year Grace Christie, a Year 13 
Te Kura student in the Waikato, 
achieved her goal for 2012 – achieving 
fencing’s no. 1 ranking in New 
Zealand for the Under 20 women’s 
epee. 

Grace recently returned from the New 
Zealand national open tournament in 
Christchurch bearing four medals (three 
individual and one team), including one 
gold and the Lady-in-Arms cup for the best 
competitor across all weapons – foil, epee 
and sabre. Grace had never fenced sabre 
before, but agreed to do so to make up the 
numbers. She ended up with the bronze 
medal, and since she was the only woman 
to fight with all three weapons, the cup 
was hers!

It has been an amazing conclusion to 
the year for Grace. A nominee for Waikato 
Sportswoman of the Year, she recently won 
the regional AMP/AdviceFirst scholarship, 
which will allow her to continue competing 
while she is at university next year. During 
her acceptance speech, Grace gave a little 
insight into her competitive nature. ‘I love 

Young fencer achieves her goal

competing – in fact I come from a very 
competitive family (except maybe for our 
gentle Mum). In our house everything is a 
competition! Sometimes we even compete 
to see who will do the dishes.’ 

Grace is enthusiastic about her plans 
for 2013. ‘I’ve been accepted to train as a 
primary teacher at Waikato University, and 
I’m also going to be training and competing 
hard in my fencing with the goal of being 
selected to play for New Zealand in the 
Commonwealth Games. I don’t think there 
is going to be much time for socialisation! 
But first I have to get past my NCEA Level 3 
exams, then I can relax! 

‘Over the last three years at Te Kura, 
I’ve had fantastic teachers. They have 
really encouraged and supported me. 
My personal experience has been that a 
good teacher makes all the difference to 
a person’s interest and keenness to learn. 
I intend being such a teacher. I also want 
to use my grittiness and desire to do well 
in fencing, to show children that anything 
is possible if you are prepared to apply 
yourself.’
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Waikato student Grace Christie.



this is the third year in a row that 
bill van den ende, a biology teacher 
based in christchurch, has organised 
this course for te kura students. 
lincoln university outreach offers 
students the facilities (a lab full 
of microscopes) that allow te kura 
students the chance to use and 
become proficient in the use of 
microscopes. 

Many students made considerable effort 
to attend. Although most were locals 
from Canterbury some came from as far 
as Ashburton, Westland and South Otago. 
As well as the opportunity to learn new 
skills, students also enjoyed the chance to 
interact with each other.

The biological material used involves 
a number of cell types and plant sections 
but without doubt the most demanding 
part of the assessment involves drawing 
Paramecium. These protists are highly 
mobile and various techniques are 
employed to slow them down so their 
features can be observed and recorded. 
This can prove a challenge especially under 
high power magnification.

All the students who participated were 
successful and the quality of the drawings 
produced was very impressive. Feedback 
from these students was very encouraging 
and we will run these courses again next 
year. The opportunity that the Lincoln 
University Outreach programme provides 
for Te Kura students is too good to miss 
and one Te Kura will continue to make the 
most of in the future.

Biology students at Lincoln Outreach

standard (as91160) is designed to be used in conjunction with the new level 2 standard 
in cell biology so it uses and re-enforces knowledge gained in this standard.
the course involves two full days. on the first one and a half days students are taught 
how microscopes work and how to use microscopes, preparation of biological material 
for observation and the skills of biological drawing. the course finishes with a two-
hour assessment. the two days are packed with activities and at the end students feel 
they have achieved much.
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Students Amanda Hendrickson (front left) and Jessica Canning, and 
Laura Chapman (front right) and Emily Wood during their assessments.



Central South literacy event

the mana team of the central south 
region ran a ‘literacy event’ in 
wellington on 1 august this year. of 
the 16 students who attended, most 
came from the wellington area but a 
few came from further away, such as 
wainuiomata, wairarapa, porirua and 
the kapiti coast. 

The event began on the Wellington 
waterfront with the students divided into 
two groups. One group practised on the 
climbing wall at Ferg’s Kayaks, while the 
other group toured a nearby exhibition of 
award winning news photographs. At this 
exhibition, the students were encouraged 
to make notes about the various themes 
that they could identify. These notes were 
of use to them in the afternoon session. 
Later in the morning the two groups 
swapped over.

At lunchtime everyone walked to the 
Wellington Central Public Library for 
the afternoon session. The room also 
included a kitchenette and there was a 
café nearby, so it was a convenient place 
to have lunch. During the afternoon the 
students received teaching towards two 
literacy standard assessment activities. 
One was called ‘Cultural Connections’ and 
it required the students to demonstrate, 
using evidence, how various texts have a 
common theme. The notes that they had 
taken at the photography exhibition were 
useful here. The other activity was called 
‘Roman News’ and it required the students 
to produce a front page newspaper article, 
set in Roman times, using evidence. The 
event finish soon after 3 pm and students 
have since sent in their completed work for 
assessment. 

Mark Fletcher
Team Leader for Mana,  
Central South Region

Do you like to sing?
If you enjoy singing and want to be part of a video/audio 
recording of a song written by talented Te Kura music 
students Jae and Bry, we want to hear from you!

Te Kura students have never done this before. We have 20 
recordings already but we want lots more!

If you’re interested in taking part email Jan Bolton, Arts 
Curriculum Leader, jan.bolton@tekura.school.nz for 
more details or call Jan on 0800 65 99 88 ext.8111.
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Student scales a rock wall at Fergs Rock & Kayak, Wellington 
as part of the Central South Literacy Event 2012.
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Te Kura student wins literature award

Te Kura students accepted to OUASSA

senior english student, maggie- 
rose spapens, is the 2012 te kura 
recipient of a literature award from 
the katherine mansfield birthplace 
society.

The Award is an opportunity for 
teachers to recognise excellence by 
nominating their best student in the field 
of literature, in either English or Maori. 

Maggie-Rose and her father Glen 
travelled from Whanganui to attend 
the awards ceremony and luncheon at 
the Katherine Mansfield Birthplace in 
Wellington. Maggie-Rose’s English teacher 
at Te Kura, Munjoo Maharaj, joined them in 
celebrating Maggie-Rose’s success.

Children’s writer, Joy Cowley gave 
a short talk and presented the award- 
winning students with their Award 
Certificate and a copy of the book The 
Material Mansfield. 

te kura students joel and siska 
falconer have been accepted to 
ouassa – the otago university 
advanced school sciences academy.

OUASSA is an exciting programme aimed 
at Year 13 students with a passion for 
science, and who have the potential and 
commitment to excel in their final year 
NCEA and/or scholarship science exams.

Joel and Siska are both doing level 2 
biology and chemistry with Te Kura this 
year. They are planning to continue with 
both subjects at level 3, and to study 
science at University when they leave 
school. 

They will be attending two camps at 
Otago University with other students from 
schools around NZ, one in January and 
one in July. They are also provided with a 
‘Virtual Academy’ for the rest of the year, 
with access to additional stimulating and 

exciting web-based extension material co-
coordinated by the university.

If you are a student keen to 
follow through with science, and are 
achieving high marks, keep this in mind. 
Applications are called for in October 
every year. 

For more information about OUASSA go 
to http://ouassa.otago.ac.nz/. 
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Central South Year 12 student Maggie-Rose.

Siska Falconer doing titrations at the Hamilton Chemistry 
Day earlier this year.



Boyle River Outdoor Camp 2012

Magic Pants and  
Confidence Bananas
this year 22 students from te kura 
met at boyle river in the middle of the 
south island. we arrived on monday 
october 15. everyone was looking at 
each other funny as they knew no 
one. i felt a bit scared and worried 
about  how the camp would  go. day 
one everyone was nervous about who 
would be in their group. when we got 
into our groups things started to 
change.

I was in group one with Isaac as our leader 
and group two’s leader was Ben. Our group 
names are private jokes to the group – no 
one else would get it. I don’t know how 
group two was going in their group, but 
in my group everyone was acting like they 
had known each other for life.

It was important that we felt really 
good bonding with each other and 
trusting the group as we needed that for 
orienteering and other trust activities.

With orienteering we went in groups 
of three and we had to set our compasses 
at 240 degress and go through the bush 
in the rain and thunder and lightning. I’m 
terrified of thunder and lightning so that 
was not a bonus. It was a highlight when 
Jessica and I watched our teacher Nick 
slipping down the bank and rolling down 
the hill saying “that was not a good way 
to go”. When we finished our 40 minutes 
of the rain and bush we got a ride back 
to camp and had a nice hot Milo and a 
hot shower, only three minutes but it was 
worth it.

Even though it was raining everyday 
apart from Friday, when it was snowing, 
we put everything into our activites when 
we were wet and cold. We learnt not to 
wear cotton when you’re outside and 
going to get wet because it soaks up the 
water and doesn’t dry as fast as poly props 
and we learnt how to make goals and to 
suceed in the goals we set for ourselves. 

My achievable goal was to give everything 
my best and not give up on myself when 
I’m tired and cold.

Altogether I think everyone had so 
much fun at camp and loved making new 
friends. Well I know that Confidence 
Bananas did.

Antonia Schotanus
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Students at this year’s Boyle River camp in the South Island.



Great season for skiing siblings

While many kiwi families shift down a gear or two towards 
winter, Zack, Rivey and Jesse Mutton shift up a couple 
of gears in preparation for the busy skiing season. All 
avid skiers since pre-school, the Mutton children had a 
particularly successful season in 2012.

Zack (12) has been skiing since he was five and is now eligible to 
compete for the national K Cup, which includes races at various 
ski fields including Mt Hutt. He won a number of slalem races in 
the series, placing him second overall in his category, K1. Zack 
also won the Southern Junior Interfield Series. Skiing since age 
three, Rivey (10) competes in the ladies’ E2 category and won 
both the regional South Island and North Island championships 
this year. The youngest in the family at six, Jesse came third 
in his age group (E1) at the North Island championships, a fine 
achievement considering his competitors include children up to 
age nine.

Although the Muttons live in Rotorua for a large part of the 
year, living in Wanaka for the remainder allows them to take full 
advantage of the snow. For them, the skiing season includes race 
training five hours a day, three days a week, plus another day 
each week skiing with dad Kenny, and mum Amanda. They also 
squeeze in some extra time skiing during the holidays. While most 
students reserve mornings for schoolwork, Zack, Rivey and Jesse 
stay on top of things by doing theirs at the end of the day. 

When there is no snow to be found, the Muttons swap their 
winter woolies for togs and T-shirts. They are keen kayakers and 
mountain bikers, enjoying the best that New Zealand’s outdoors 
has on offer.
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Clockwise from top, Rivey, 
Jesse and Zack Mutton.



Maths students achieve top honours

Several Te Kura maths students have 
achieved top honours in recent maths 
competitions.

Edward Chen, a Year 9 dual student 
at Ross Intermediate, was awarded a 
medal for the worldwide Australian 
Maths Competition held in August. 
AMC Medals are given out to only one 
in 10,000 contestants (0.01%), which 
reflects Edward’s outstanding ability, 
especially considering his age. Two 
other Te Kura students also fared well in 
the competition: Alphaeus Ang (Year 5) 
was awarded a prize for Middle Primary 
and Aimee Wolsey (Year 11) received an 
Intermediate prize award. The winners 
were awarded their medals and prizes by 
the Minister of Education at a ceremony 
held at Parliament Buildings on 1 
November. Three medalists are normally 
expected from New Zealand, but our 
contestants have done particularly well 
this year with five medals being awarded.

Jono McIntyre, a Christchurch-based 

young adult student, was awarded a Merit 
certificate in the recent Eton Press Casio 
Senior Mathematics Competition. With 
over 1,500 entries, this is a significant 
achievement. Jono says that the 
competition was very challenging, as it 
required a different approach to typical 
maths thinking, with questions relating to 
concepts like analytical ability and number 
pattern recognition. 

Te Kura was particularly well-
represented in the annual University 
of Otago Junior Maths Competition, 
which saw three Te Kura students placed 
amongst the top thirty prize-winners, 
with Matthew Beardsworth, Hamish Weir 
and Barnard Patel achieving this top 
honour. Matthew is a Year 8 student in 
the Northern region, while Hamish and 
Barnard are dual Year 8 students in the 
Central South region. 

Congratulates to all these students for 
their outstanding achievement.
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careers new zealand has released 
a brand-new cv and cover letter 
education tool called ‘know your cv’, 
the second tool in their self-help 
package which follows on from the 
popular ‘know your skills’ tool.
know your cv educates users on what 
they need to include in a cv, how they 
should order the information in their 
cv, the different types of cvs available, 
what they shouldn’t include, and 
also gives some insight into common 
errors that hurt otherwise great job 
applications. 
you’ll be surprised at what you didn’t 
know about writing cvs and cover 
letters! 

check it out at  
http://knowyourcv.careers.govt.nz



On 9 August, 2012 an adventure 
took place in the Western 
Institute of Technology 
(W.I.T.T).

Little did we know of the fun we 
would have or the things we would 
learn on that fateful, yet ever so 
slightly overcast, day. For on that 
day we were to make the most 
heavenly, lovely-smelling, bizarre- 
shaped, interesting textured soap 
known to man (and woman) kind. 

(The truth is we just had to 
follow instructions and make some 
interesting and creative soap … but 
we took it a little more seriously 
than that!) 

Never let it to be said that our 
small town of New Plymouth isn’t 
capable of perfection!

There were grunts and groans 
and grinding of teeth as we 
struggled to make that soap better 
than anything anyone had ever 
seen!

 It was mentioned to us, once 
or twice, that perfection was not 
what we were being marked on but 
we held the opinion that our dignity 
was at stake and if there were going 
to be pictures taken, our moulds 
would easily make it to ‘New 
Zealand’s next top soap model!’

While we waited for our mindful 
inspiration to kick in – and our 
soap to be ready to do all sorts of 
fun, exciting things with that would 
surely wow the world – we had the 
pleasure of meeting the W.T.T.K. 
(Wonderful Teachers of Te Kura.) 
There was much to be done and the 
W.T.T.K helped us with the other 
studies we had, such as English and 
maths. 

They fearlessly plunged into 
the depths of these subjects. They 
patiently explained things and 
never once let out a smirk at the 
questions that I personally asked 
that, to the untrained ear, could be 

seen as … well … obvious. There 
were laughs and stories at lunch as 
we got to know the personalities of 
one another and were pleased to 
establish that we got along ‘like a 
house on fire’. 

I will never forget the fun we 
had making that soap and getting 
to know the teachers. Never a 
dull moment was had on that 
action-packed day at the Western 
Institute of Technology. We were 
pleased to find that our soaps were 
indeed the most beautiful (in our 
opinion) on the planet, thanks to 
the mentors who watched and 
taught without once making a 
grimace at the time we insisted on 
taking to reach perfection. 

Over some more food, we 
viewed a short collage of photos 

taken to show us Te Kura teachers 
in action at their home base. We 
were wowed and perplexed at 
how these heroes managed to get 
everything done, let alone keep a 
smile on their faces. 

It helped me freshly appreciate 
the work they do every day and the 
love, compassion and help that 
they show to all of their students. 
I would recommend that anyone 
who has the opportunity to spend 
the day learning with the W.T.T.K 
should grab it with both hands. I 
guarantee it will brighten your day, 
your week and your month. It is 
also a brilliant chance to do some 
face-to-face learning and get help 
in areas that you are struggling in. 

Ashlee Barleyman

Adventures at W.I.T.T
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Ashlee Barleyman with 
the soap she created.


