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Machines help us
to do all sorts of
things more easily.

A simple machine

is a stick or a branch
used as a lever to
lift a heavy rock
out of the ground.

People have been using simple machines for a long time.
Some animals, like monkeys, use sticks to help them get food.

Machines need power to make
them go. The power can come
from the sun, the wind, water,
steam and electricity.

Some simple machines use people
power, like a lever or a bike.

Talk to your supervisor about all the different
types of power and energy that you know of.



Today we have many machines in our everyday lives.

These machines help us prepare and cook food in
different ways.

Look around you. Tell your supervisor what machines
y y
you can see.



Here are some more machines that help us.

A lawnmower cuts grass.

A motorbike gets you where you want to go fast!

An Xray shows the
doctor what is under
your skin.

A digger shifts dirt.

A cell phone lets us
talk to and contact
other people.

Email and Skype
connect us to people
all around the world.




Some machines help us get to places.

People use bicycles, wheelchairs,
cars, buses, trucks, motorbikes
and trains to travel on land.

People use boats, jet skis and
hovercrafts to travel on water.

People use planes, helicopters
and spaceships to travel
in the air.

Talk to your supervisor about the
machines you have travelled on.

Some machines help us do physical work.

A chainsaw cuts wood.
A ride on lawn mower cuts grass.
A digger digs large holes quickly.

Ajackhammer breaks up concrete
and stone.




A vacuum cleaner cleans the floor.

A haymaker cuts hay.

Scissors cut paper and materials.
A weed eater cuts weeds.
A spade digs holes.

Talk to your supervisor about machines in your home.

Some machines help us to have fun
and provide entertainment.

An iPod plays music.

A skateboard moves J‘ast.

An Xbox, Wii or PlayStation plays computer games.

Talk to your supervisor about the machines you have that
are fun and entertaining.




Some machines help us move things.

A car transporter moves cars.
A crane moves heavy objects.

A forklift lifts and moves boxes.
A conveyor belt moves luggage.
An escalator moves people.

A cable car moves people.

A trolley moves shopping items.

Talk to your supervisor about
other machines that move things.
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Computers are machines that help us to work faster.

They help us to write, send,
store or find out information.

The first computers were made
in the 1940s.

They were used by the army and
were the size of a large room.

People started to use smaller
computers in everyday

life from the 1970’s.

Computer engineers and software
programmers are always working
to create faster, smaller and
better computers.
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Computers are everywhere.

They are in homes. They are in schools.
They are in offices. They are in airports.
They are in hospitals. They are in phones

and wrist watches too.







A desktop computer has different parts.

An iPad or tablet is
light and is able to
be carried easily.

It has its own touch
screen keyboard.

——

A Smart phone is also a computer.

It can send emails, find and store information
on the Internet. It can play music and take photos.



Machines of the future

Engineers and scientists
are developing more
advanced machines that
can do many of the jobs
people used to do, with
greater speed and safety.
Machines will continue
to improve how we live.

Today robots work in
some factories instead

of people.

Robot machines can work in
dangerous situations making bombs
safe or working with nuclear power.

Some machines are voice activated,
theg recognise people’s voices
and do what theg are told.




A separate workbook accompanies this reading booklet.

You can choose to complete activities after reading
each section of the booklet or at the completion
of the whole booklet.

You are encouraged to read the booklet several
times to increase your comprehension.
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